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PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE 
 

A CELEBRATION OF  
LANCASTER DISTRICT C ND  

In 1945, the US Air Force detonated the 

first nuclear bombs over Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki.  With World War II over, the 

Cold War took centre stage.  By the 

1950s, the nuclear arms race was under-

way.  In 1958, a group of public figures 

and political activists established the 

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament.  

Founding members included Canon John 

Collins, Bertrand Russell and J.B. 

Priestley.   

 

CND quickly established itself as a major 

political and cultural force for change.  In 

the 50 years since the movement was 

founded, the CND logo has become an 

internationally recognised symbol for 

peace.   

In June 1980, more than fifty people, 

many already peace activists, some from 

the earliest days of CND nationally, gath-

ered together in Lancaster to re-launch a 

local CND group: Lancaster District 

CND.   By August 1981, the group had 

registered its 1000th member.  

 

In the year when National CND is cele-

brating its 50th anniversary, we have pro-

duced this celebration of Lancaster Dis-

trict CND.  We have called it ñPast, Pre-

sent and Futureò to emphasise a belief 

that, at a time when our government is 

replacing Trident submarines and using 

Depleted Uranium weaponry, it is as im-

portant as ever to campaign against the 

threats of  nuclear military technology. 
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Introduction and Acknowledgements 

50 years after the formation of the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament, we have produced this 
Special Edition of Lancaster and District CND 
Newsletter.    
 

Our aim is to celebrate all the work that members of 

LD CND, and their associates, friends and families 

have done over the years to sustain the group.  We 

dedicate this newsletter, with thanks, to everyone 

who has been involved in any way.  
 

The germ of our project was an interview with our 

long-standing Press Officer published in the local 

press.  We thought of doing something similar, but 

our Press Officer modestly declined to be singled out 

- as, indeed, did others to whom we spoke.  So the 

idea grew ... and grew.  
 

Though weôve tried to be accurate, we havenôt set 

out to produce a comprehensive history of LD CND; 

weôve just tried to illustrate some themes that 

emerged as we discussed the idea, and to make the 

best use of the materials we had available.   

This project would have been impossible without the 

sterling work of Joint Secretaries Dick and Joan All-

wright. They sifted through papers passed on by re-

tiring post-holders, producing thematic summaries 

and a presentation for a workshop.  The workshop, of 

course, threw up yet more lists of things to mention - 

including the heady time when so many people 

wanted to go to a demonstration in London that LD 

CND hired a train to take them!   
  

We are grateful to Sue Widden, Anne Grinyer and 

May Lea for coming to the workshop, and to every-

one who loaned photographs and other materials to 

use, or who shared with us their memories of LD 

CND.  Rob Brownôs help in producing the final text 

was invaluable.   We also thank Graham Kemp and 

other members for generous contributions towards 

the costs of printing.  
 

 

We hope you will enjoy what follows.   

Karen Heath (Editor, on behalf of the team) 

The key messages of this delightfully executed poster by Mo Kelly are as relevant now as 
they were when the leaflet was first produced for LD CND in the 80õs.   
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I canôt count the number of times I have been to 

Lancaster to speak at CND gatherings.  The 

memories, all good ones, pile on top of each other 

in a great jumble. 
 

My central memory is of the car park up near the 

canal which Iôve walked to or been driven to so 

many times from the station.  Banners were being 

put up.  Cars parked.  Friends gathering.  Hopeful 

eyes looking up at the weather.  Alec Lea would 

always be there with his blue eyes, bright smile 

and endless optimism.  Margaret Glover, the art-

ist, was there once with her two remarkable por-

traits of Philip Noel Baker and Fenner Brockway.  

I think at least one of those two were there as well 

ï perhaps both.   
 

But there were meetings also in the Town Hall, 

underneath a central statue in a leafy square, and 

blasts from me on a loudhailer in Market Square.  

I even managed to export Lancaster to the USA 

by inviting Anne Grinyer to come in 1982 on a 

óEurope to the USô peace trip. 
 

Lancaster was always good for hospitality.  I must 

have been in many Lancastrian beds.   
 

How could I forget staying in Paul Smokerôs 

house?  It was more like a Heath Robinson mu-

seum than any other I have known.   

 

But this is already much too nostalgic.  We still 

have work to do. 
 

I await the next invitation hopefully.   

Goodwill Messages 

Memories of  Lancaster District CND  by Bruce Kent 

So Much to Celebrate! 
A Message from CND Chair  Kate Hudson  
 

It's gone against the establishment grain for decades - and done so 

with principle and grim determination - but there is no doubt that 

CND is a real part of life on this island.  Love it or hate it, it's em-

bedded in our political and cultural make-up.  
 

We have had an impact on both politics and society, and we have 

helped achieve some restraints upon nuclear weapons and their 

use.  We haven't yet achieved our goal of nuclear disarmament, 

but we have an unflinching commitment to that goal, a strong cam-

paigning organisation, and an increasing number of supporters and 

allies.   
 

There is widespread recognition at home and abroad that nuclear weapons do not bring safety and se-

curity.  And there is increasing global demand for nuclear abolition.  Building on our decades of ex-

perience - and learning the lessons from it - we are moving forward.    
 

Nuclear disarmament is not the preserve of a minority;  it's the new global common sense. 

Bruce Kent with  LD CND members in 1984 


